CHAPTER III

RITUAL OF THE EASTERN CHURCHES
INTRODUCTORY NOTE

IN considering the ritual of the five chief Eastern churches
of Syria and Palestine, we shall find that we are dealing
with three types only: the Greek, the Syrian, and the
Maronite, for the Greek Catholic and the Syrian Catholic
communions made little alteration in the ritual practised
by the churches whose authority they exchanged for that of
Rome. Indeed, broadly speaking, the types are only two,
the Byzantine and the Syrian. 'Up to the twelfth century
the history of the Maronites formed but a part of the gen-
eral history of the Syrian Church, and to this day they have
In common a number of anaphoras, or liturgies, while their
other services are similar.

The official language of the Holy Orthodox Church, with
Its derivative, the Greek Catholic Melchite Church, is the
ancient Greek. The main service books, however, have
been translated into the national languages of all the coun-
tries where the Greek Church is organized. The natives of
Syria and Palestine have a peculiar advantage in their Ara-
bic versions. The ability of the common people to under-
stand the services varies much with different countries. In
Bulgaria, for example, the translation was made Into the
ancient Slavic language, little of which is now comprehensi-
ble to the uneducated.1 In the Arabic translation, on the
other hand, while the classical language is also employed,
this can readily be followed by the masses, though of course
they could not speak it. The same is true of the Protes-
tant translation of the Bible. In Syria and Palestine the

1 The gospel Is now read in modern Bulgarian.
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